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THE 
PROTESTATION 
OF THE NOBLEMEN, 


BA RRONS, GENTLEMEN. BOR- 


ROWES, MINISTERS, 
AND (COMMONS, 


Subſcribers of the Conteſſion of Faith and Co- 
 venant, lately renewed within rhe King- 
dome of Scotland, madeat the Mercate 
Croſſe of Edinburgh, # he 4. of Iulij 
zmmediatly after the reading of 
the Proclamation ,dated 
23. iave.. 2639. 


P;inted inthe yeare of God, 1638. 


R 
OD at 0 0 REAL» 45 $xto | <a" 
3 ITO. Lp; A LO RAS ay $3?! 


: 
- 
- 
] 
ONE = Sh ate re . 


+ ths. as 24h AA et IF CE wed abblbes 
Oe calms Caine ADA a 


_—_— uu oa 6 RAID ws m_ 4 
NO ng Tr LS A F 


us, CIR; - 
tn dre 


_—_— agg Ys FT On, x 2 
X G 


es I ao 
WB to PLE 


- 
_ 
= n 
m—_ OI. 
EY ? - : g "YL 4 tu 5 I [ % IT 29007 bo Y alas GRO 
x s : -. F\ \ 4 44 » Rai pk 3 ” 7 a þ hs g Wake 
l Fa £97 4 ”_ a A, . (E71 ” X 

PF ' I 4 * 4 $a * , nds ds 11% wy OR Sat a owt; +3» . os. . "HIS , bs ey iy -_ we Sr 2 Yds , F 

"=p h Ws; - us 4. Rx &-, E882. 35y 4] ir - La A rb ! 7 rk Mkt ; s 4 _ AG - >: : or _ ___ | - To 
CO TAR nes * " da SARS. ae” ie he (0%# $415 er wn I he -= ey g 14.6. 4 a8 LAG ” & Non 5 >: nl al Mt: in 9 WA, Hed gy es £ vo $ MAL 9 WT nu 
, _ Fe OTIS -y* Te ra PE OR; X 1 
O04 | WTO HANES fs MAE: re et oY EN hp > Fac at SIR rs ney Sane pally rear erre > li ants rages pr eee Or One wr Og be Do WIT ' 
Fen prof £8 1h no0 * ater < 0. *% 4 __T # "IF b _s 'Y Ys $34 Ko $046 m—__ OF -* 
\ « ? | : cooks be Is x #8 es 8; ; 
” a F "4 . 


NE LE Dl 
q fd. nl 2 deans cat Gras 


wo F LF a EO EETETER.-.' "—_* ar bs Ry, Ts &. 0 46 
" mY LO > : : cd y Fr Oe” SA $42 Y CO - oh 


SOTEn Ir "Pn 
TELSOTF, 


Ty Ou OO IN Tt Rs OI 99 EN Nrcns wt I an hee IE 


ET en ee aac 


OO RES OS OL CS ALS WO HEN 


CO OUOIIO NI EEDIES LO IHIDIIOS ? 
THE PROTESTATION 


ofthe Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, 
Borrowes, Minittys and Commune. CFC. 


> EE Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Bur- 
FS.  £el es, Minifers, and Commons, That 
= WAS whereas Weethe Kings Majeſties true and 
\ tA loyall Subjets , Who have ever eſteemed 
AR ic Ouroreateſt happineſle, to live under a 
religious and righteous King, and Our greateſt glory to 
reſtific our belt affections to Our oratious Soveraigne, 
Have beene in His Majeſties abſence from this His na- 
tive Kingdome heavily preſſed for a long timepaſt, And 
eſpecially of late wielh iverſe innovations, which both 
in themſelves, and inthe way whercin they have beene 
urged doe manifeſtly tend tothe prejudice of the Kings 
honour,and of our religion, lawcs and liberties, And by 
which wee were brought to ſuch extremitic, that there 
was no way left berwixt the rock ofexcommunication, 
and the high paine of rebellion on the one part, and the 
deſperate danger of forlaking the way of true Religion, 
and the breach of our Covenant with God on the other, 
Bur to repreſent our caſe, and preſent our Supplicarions 
tothe Lords of Secret Coun ſell, That beeing equally 
pondered by Them, They might either bee anſwered 
by rhemſclves, ar by their recommendation mighr aſ- 
cend to His Majc ſties owne conſideration. And there- 
fore inall humble manner Wee did to this effe ſuppli- 
cate their L. We were moſt willing for the modeſt fol-. 


lowing of our ſupplicarions, to obey their direQion in 
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Ea» - "PROTESTATION NO». 
chooſing Comiſſionars for thegreat number of ſfuppli- 
-cants, who flocked together from ail quarters of the 
—  kingdome,Were carcfull to orderour ſelves in all Chri- 
ſtan and quyet carriage, and againſt the tediouſneſſe of 
many & long delayes cid wairefor along time with ve- 
Tic great patience, till at laſt They were pleaſed to re- 
cciveour Supplications, Complaints and Billes: And 
concciving themto contain weightier maters thancould 
— by them{clves bee derermined, They Cid promile, and 
— andertaketo repreſentand recommend the ſame ,accor- 
-— ding tothcir more than ordinaric importance, unto His 
Majeſties royall coafideration, and to-report His Maje- 
 Nies anſwere, | 
While His Majcfiies good Subjects of all ranks throgh.. 
out the whole kingdome had their minds wakened, and 
their hearts filled with the expeGartion-of a gratious and 
fatisfaQoricanſwere,worthic of His Majeſtics pious and 
equitable diſpoſition;in the Moneth of February laſt, in- 
= continenta rumourflyeth through the Countrie, & fil- 
 fethalleages,, That the Lords of His Mejeſties ſecrec: 
-  Counſell werecommanded to make ſuch a Proclamati. 
On concerning the Service booke, booke of canons, and 
the peaceable mcctings of His Majzſtics good Subjects 
_ mttimecomming, As Wee were perſwaded to have been, 
I robin by the fecret working, and malignant mil-in- 
— formation of our adverſaries, Seeking. for their ownpri- 
—vateends, withour reſped ro his Majeſties, honour, and- 
— welfare of this Kitk and Kingdome, Toſtop rhe courie: 
* &fourlcgall proceedings, andro cicape ther owne due: 
cenſure; And therfore intending to maze known to'the. 
Lords of ſecret Counſell what was noyled concerning: 
— zneProclamation, How far the whole Kingdome had, 
- $ecaby {ome ſinuſtrous milinformation fruſtrat of their 
_— jr. *' Ropes: 


IE ET”. roi a: 
h6pes, and their conſtant defire' to have fore courſe ta. 
ken by their Lo. adviſe, How his Majeftievcing furtner 
informed,might deliver his good Subjedts from fo grear 
grievances and feares, andeſtablifha ſure peace in this | 
countrie for time tocome: Wee found our ſelves tryed 
by order of Law todecline thoſe againſt whom Wee 
had made our complzint, unlefſe Wee would admit our 
parties tobe our Indoes: Ana incaſe our declinatour 
ſhonid not be accepted, Wee behoved to proteſt tht we 
might have immediat recourfeto the King Himiclt, &c..' 

THEREAFTER in the Moneth of Marci, finding 


ein 
tit by the foreſaid Proclamation: the innovations tup- 


plicated againſt were approven, Our lawfull proceeg- 
ings condemned, Our moſt neceflary meetings probibiz 
ted, There being no other way leftunto Vs, Wee were. 
neccilicate to renew the nationsll-Covenant of this Kirk 
and Kingdome, Thereby to reconcile us to God, pro- 
voked te wrath againſt Us, by the breach of- his Cove- 
nant withintlus Land, .to cleare Qur Soveraigncs minde 
:rom alljealovfies and ſufpitions ariſing trom our :dver-, 
zaries miſ-information- of ourintentions and carriage: 
And foto make way for His aceeprance of our humble. 
iupplicarions, and pranr'ef their lawfil remedics, to; 
21ard this land im defence of Religion, authoriticand li- 
berty, againſt invvard diviſions; and externall vioIcrces.. 
Andthareur adtions mighe be ar{wereble. t0 our holy 
protflion,Wewaferward drew rpanbimbleterplicz-! 
tion,contaimng bur pri2yatizes, and defires or the Vrat-, 
pary remedies thereof, tu have beene delivered to the 
king himſelf, In che tmeane time wee were direec by 
thoſe who wereimruſted by (His Majeſtic, toartend His 
declaparmnheercin Seortantvhich would free Vs of all 
_ feares. of ihovarions of telivion, and'prove ſatisfacto- 
& | | FiCs 
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PROTEST ATION 
Tie:. And leaſt for want of true information ofour juſt 
grievances and deſires it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, Wee 
expreſſed tothem with thegreateſt modeſtie Wee could 
-our deſires fn ſome few articles, and wtth great patience 
have attended His Majeſties pleaſure thereanent, And 
all this Moneth by gone being trequently conveened to 
heare the ſame delivered by his Majeſties Commiſſionar 
the right Nobleand potent Lord TAMFS Marques of 
 Hamilton,8&c.Wepreſented anew petition to his Grace 
as his Majeſties Commithtonar, craving moſt humbly ] 
theindiftion of afree Aſſembly & Parliament,as the on- } 
 Iyremedics thereof. Likeas finding a miſ-information, : 
ormiſtake of our Covenant with God, as if it had becne 
anunlawfull combinationro be the maine hinderance of 
obteining our deſires, in a new ſupplication: Wee have 
fully removed that impediment, renewed our deſires of 
thole ſupreme judicatories, to bee indifted with dili- 
gence, for ſetling otthe Kirkand Kingdome: But being 
anſwered only with delayes after theſe nine Moneths at- 
tendance,and with this Proclamation that conteined his 
Majeſtics gratious declaration ofhis pious intentions, 
not to admit of any innovations in Religion or Law,nor 
any ſtaine of popiſh ſuperſtition: But onthe contrare, to 
be reſolved to maintaine the trae Chriſtian Religion 
profeſſed in this Kingdome,which Wee wereeverſofar 
from; calling in queſtion, as inour ſupplications,com- | 
plaints and billes Wee uſed.th e ſame,as.one cauſe of our | 
defires , oneground of our confidence of :a:gratious:an- 
ſwere &argument of our adverſarics malignant miſintor: 
mation of lo relgious a King. Andnow moſt humbly | 
with beaded knees , and bowed hearts thanke our 'gra-' 
tious Soveraigne for the ſame, Wiſhing and'/praying the | 
Lord of Heayentrucly and fully to informe his Majeſtis | 
| how 
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Iulij. 4. 1638. 
how fattheſe books, judicatories and all our other evils 
and grievances are full of idolatrous ſuperſtitions,and 
Popſh errours, How deſtructive of the reformation of 
religioniin this Land, and of the Lawcs and libertics of | 
this Church and Kinedome: And ſo diretly contrare 
to this his M: jcſties pious intention and declaration, 

Yer ſceing thatno Proclamation could ſufficiently re- 
mouethe preſent evils, Norſcttle our feares,. nor ſecure 
us from the re-entrie of any evill or Innovation, which it 
ſeemed -to diſcharge or'preventthe like in time coming, 
] nor ſatishe our humble fupplications, craving the pre- 

F ſent indiQion of a free Aſſembly and Parliament , As 
the only remedies of our evils, and meanes to prevent 
the like. AND ſeine this Proclamation doeth not {@- 
much as make mention, or acknowledge any of Our 
Suppplications, Complaints and grievances, or any juſt 
cauſetherof:Except under the name of great increaſe of 
 diſorders,fants,and mif-demanours, Bur only our fearcs 
of {ume future innovation of Religion or Lawes, Occa- 
fioned only as is pretended by the introduction of the 
Service book, booke of Canons,and high Commiſſion, 
which feares his Majeftie hoped to have beene aboun-- 
damly and ſufficiently ſatisfied by his two former Pro- 
clamations of the Nynth of December, and nynetecnth 
of Februar. And by this his preſent declaration, Ex- 
cecpt his Subjects be blindly under. pretext cf Religion- 
ledunto diſfobedience. Doth misken , paſſe over, and 
| loineffet'deny all our ſnpplications, billes.articles.and 
| gefires, Eſpecially our complaints againſt the Prelates 
our parties. Andthat ezceforall, in atair and perſwa- 
| ſive way , cven after the retaite of our Jaſt ſupplication,, 
| Clearing usfromthe caſumnic of unlawfull combinati- 
| en./DOETH notdiffillow,nor diſcharge any of the in- 
nOvations, 
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PROTESTATION © 

novations, andevills complained upon, Bufonly afſu- 
reth that His Majeſtic will not prefle their practiſe, but 
in ſuch a faire and legall way, as ſhall ſatisfie his Sub 
jects of his intentio, Which joyned withthe otherclauſe, 
allowing and confirming rhe Proclamation the Nyne - 

teemth of Fedruar, Evidencerh the libertie left to an 
Prelateor Perſons to practiſe the ſame, Andby all other 
taire wayes, to pcrſwade others thercunto:And his Ma- 
geltics reſolution, to preſſe their practiſe ina faire and Jc- 
gall way : Andalſo confirmeth the former declaration, 
Taatrae Service Booke is aready meane to maintaine 
thErrue Religion, alrcady profeſlcd, and to beate out all 
ſuperſtition ,and no wayes to bee contrare to the Lawes 
of this Kin2dome, But to bee compyled and approved 
for the univerſall uſe and edification of all his Majeſtics 
Subjeas . Doeth not aboliſh, but promiſeth to retie 
tae high Commiſion, with adviſe of his privie Coun- 
Tell, Implying the Kings power ,, With conſent of the 
— Countetl, To eftabliſh.this or any judicatory within this 
Kinzdome,without conſ:nrof the three eſtates conveen- 
ea m Parliament, contrary to the fundamentall and ex- 
preſſe laiwes thereof, and by conſequent, with the like 
reaſon,toeftabliſh lawes and Service bookes, withour 
conlenrof the Afembly and Parliament, Which is-con- 
trareto the maine ground of all our ſupplications,again(t 
the manner of thcir introduction, Doeth only promiſe to 
rake into Hti3 conitderationin an. Afſembly and Parlia- 
ment, which {hall bee called at His beſt convenience, 
White as the evident and urgent neceffitie, for ſettling 
#he combultions, threatning rhe torall diſſ;lutionand de 
ſolation of this Church & Stare, Excuſeth our uncefſant 
and importune calling for theſe preſent remedies. Doeth 
inſinuzt the CONtinUance 2nd exccution of any pretended 
rc RT. lawes, 


Ialij 4. 1638, | 
ſfawes, fortheſe innovations of worſhip, and corrupti- 
ons of Church governement,and civill places of Church 
men, W hich by our Covenant, Wee have obliged our 
ſelves to forbeare, and the recſtabliſhment of thele evils 
inan Aſſembly and Parliament, whichie will call in his 
beſt convenience, To wit, for that & this other end of ſa- 
tisfheng His Subjects judgments, anent the Service book 
& book of Canons. Deth condemne all our former pro- 
ccedings, evcn our ſupplicating, complaining, proteſting, 
{ub{cribing of our Covenant together, & our continuall 
meetings, As great diſorders,increafe of diſorders deſery 
ing juſtly a powerfull rather than a perſuaſive way,a run- 
ning headlong into ruine,a periſhing in our faulrs,a blind 
diſ{»ydedience under pretext of religion, & doth threa- 
ten ind denounce, New ozce for al!, If we be not heartt- 
ly ſa:tisficd, and give te{timony of our ovedience after 
this declaration, Bur continue, as by our former procce- 

dinzs, to draw on our ownruine, that albeit unwillingly 
he muſt make uſe of that power which God hath indued 

_ him with, for reclaming of ſo dilobedient people. 

Herefore Wee, In our own name,and in name of all 
whowill adhere to the Confeſlion of Faith, and re- 
formation of Religion within this Land, are forced and 
compelied out of our bound duetie ro God, our King ,na 
tive Countrie,our ſclyes and our poſteritic. (leſt our t- 
lence ſhould be prejudiciall ro ſo important a cauſe, As 
concerns Gods glory and worſhip,our Religionand fal- 
ation, the lawes and liberites of this Church and King 
dome ,or derogatorte to our former ſupplications, com- 
plaints,proreitations, articles and proceedings, Or unan- 
{werablerothe {olemne oath of our nattonall Covenant 
with God) Todc:clare before God and man, And topro- 
tet, Primo, That wedoezand will conſtantly adhere ac - 
24S cording 


PROTEST ATION 
cording to our vocation and power to the ſaid reforma- 
tion. In doctrine,uſe of Sacraments and difcipline; And 
that notwithſtanding of any innovations introduced 
therein;cither of 01d,or of late.Secardo, We proteſt that 
we adhere to the gricvances,ſupplications, and protecſta- 
tions given in at Aflemblics and Parliaments, and to our 
lait ſupplications,complaints,protcſtations,8 other law 
full proceedings againſt the ſame,& particularly againft 
the Scrvice book,and booke of Canons, As maine inno- 
vations of Religionand lawes,& full of Popiſh ſuperſti- 
tion,and ſodiredtly contrare to the Kings declaration, 
And againſt the high Commiſlion, as a judicatorie cſta- 
bliſhed contrareto the Lawes & libertiesof this Church 
and kingdome.,and deſtructive of other lawtfull judicato- 
ries, which both in reſpe& of the nature of it, and manner 
of introduction, without conſent of the three Eſtates of 
Parliament, cannot be any wayes rectified, but abſolute- 
ly diſcharged: Tertio, We proteſt that We adhere with ] 
Our hearts to our oath and ſubſcription of the Confeſh- 
on of Faith, the ſolemne Covenant betwcene God, this 
Church & kingdome,and the clauſes particularly there- 
- mexprefled, &gener:lly contained, and to our laſt arti. 
cles for the peace of this Kirk and kingdome,drawne out ; 
of it, and toall the matters therein conteined, & manner 
of remedy therein deſired. ,2uarto, Wee proteſt, that . 
this Proclamation or a&t ofCounſell,or any othera@ or | 
non ordeclaration, or ratification thereof, By 
ubſcription or act, or letter,or any other manner of way 
"whatſoever ,or any precondemnation of our cauſe or 

_ carriage, before the ſame be lawfully heard and tryedin 
the ſupreme judicarories of this Kirk & kingdome, the 
only proper judges.to. nationall cauſes and proceedings, 
orany certification or threatning therein denunced, ſhall 
Ao wayes be prejudiciallto the confeſſionof Faith, lawes. 


and 


WE 


ſulij. .4. 16358. 
& liberties of this kingdome,nor to our {upplications;com- 
plaints, proteftarions, articles, lawtull mcetings, proceed- 
ings, perſutes, muruall defences, norto our pertons and ;E- 
fates, and ſhall no wayes bee diſgracetull either in realtic 
or opinion,at home or abrod,to Vs orany of Vs:But onthe 
contrare;that any at or letter,or ſub{cription of the Coun- 
ſcll,carying the approbation of the declaration,& condem- 
nation of our proccedings, inditacauſa,is, and ought tobe 
reputeandeſtcemed unjuſt, illegall,and null,as heere before 
God and man Wee offer to cleare, & to verifie both the 
juſtice of our cauſe and carriage, & the injuſtice of ſuch acts 
againſt Vs, inthe face of the firſt generall Aſſembly ofthe 
Church and Parliament of the Eftates,unto whom with all 
ſolemnities requiſite We ao publictly appeale. $#izto, We 
proteſt, that ſeeing our former ſupplications,laſt articles, & 
| our laſt defire and petttionto His Majeſties Commiſſionar , 
which petitioned for the preſent indition of a treegeneral 
; Aflembly&Parliament, According to the law & cuſtome of 
allnations,& of this nation inthe'like caſe, To hearethe de - 
ſires, eaſe the grievances, & ſettle the feares of the body of 
the Church and kingdome, are thus delayed, and incffect 
refuſed, Towir, Oncefor all,till his Majeſties conveniency 
| for theend contained in this Proclamation, that We conti- 
: nue by thir preſents to ſupplicat his Majeſtic againe and a- 
Saine,forthe granting of the ſame: And whatſoevertrouble 
| Or inconvenience fall out in this land inthe meane time, for 
want of theſe ordinarie remedies, 8& by the practiſe of any 
of theſe innovations & evils ,contrarero our ſupplications, 
. articles, & confefſion,it be not impured unto Vs, who moſt 
_ humbly beg theſe lawfull remedies, But alſo that it is ,2nd 
Thallbe lawfull unto Vs, to defend and maintaine the reli- 
gion, larwes and liberties of this kingdome, the Kings Au- 
thority in defencethereof , & every one of Vs one another 
anthat cauſc,of maintaining the religion,and the Kings-far 
| B 2 alc 
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* PROTEST ATION 
ſaid Authority ,according to our power,yocation and Co: 
yenant, with ourbeſft counſell, bodies, lives , meanes, and 
whole ſtrength, againſt all perſons whatſocver,c againſt 


all exrernall or internall invaſions menaced inthis Rrocla- 
mation. Likeas that in the great exigencie of the Church, 
— neceſhrating the uſCof this ordinaric & lawfull remedies, 
For ſetling the commotrions thereof, it is & ſhall be leaſome 
—unte Vs to appoint, hold and uſe the ordinarie meanes, our 
— Jawfull mectings & Afſemblics of the Church agrccableto 
*the Law of God, & practiſe of the primitive Church, the 
—aQgof the generall Afſemblies,& Parliaments,and rhe ex- 
- ampleofour Worthie Reformers in the like caſe, Sexo, 
Wee proteſt, that our former Supplications, Complaints, 
— Proteſtations, Co: feilions, mectings. procecdings and mu- 
'tuall defences, ofevery one another inz/s Cauſe, Asthey 
—are,and were in themſelves moſt neceffare ,& orderly mea- 
nes agrecable to the lawes and practife of this Church and 
— Kingdome, to bee commended as reall ducties of faithiu]l 
Chriſtians, loyall SubjeRs, & ſenſible members of rhe bo- 
'dy ofthe Church and kingdome, and no wile to bee ſtyled 
-noraccounted great difforders, mitdemanours , blind dif- 
"obedience under pretext of Religion & running headlong 
-Intoruine&c. So they proceeded only from conſcience of 
- our qduetie ro God,our King, native country, & our poſte- 
-*rity,and doth Tend ro no other end ,But ro the pretervation 
——oftherru2 reformed Religion,the confellionof Faith, law- 
-=e5,% liberties ofthis His Majeſti-s molt antient kingdome, 
—andofbis Majeſties authoritie in deferice rhereof, &ſatil-f2- 
- ton ofour humble defires.contained in our Supplications, 
—— Complaints & articles, Vnto the which wee adiere 2g91ng 
—and 2g 1ine, As wee wouldeſcherwy rhe curic ofthe Alnigh. 
ty God, following the breach of his Covenint: And yer 
weedoccertainly expe according to the Kings M :jcltic 
-Als accuſtomed goodnefle, 2ndyjutice, reartYis ſactied Mz- 
Dit zeliie. 
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icſty after a true information of rhe juſtice of our cauſe and 
carriage, Will preſently indict rheſe ordinare remedies of 
2free Aſſembly and parliament to our Juſt ſupplicarions, 
| complaints, and articles, which may be expected, and 
j uſeth to bee granted from fo juſt and gratious a King, to- 
' wardsmoſt loyall and duetifull Subjects, calling tor re- 
dreſſe of ſo preſling grievances, And praying heartily that 


| his Majeſty may long and proſperoully reigne over Vs. 
Hereupon a Noble Earle,10hn Earlc of Caſſles,&c. 


#:; VV; name of the Noblemen, Maſter _A4/exanuer 
: Gibſon younger of Durie, inname of the Barrons, James 
Fletcher, Proveſt of Dunaze,in name of the Borrowes, Ma- 
ſter 10hn Ker Miniſterat Salt-Preſtonn, in name of the Mi- 
niſters,and Maſter £Archbald Tohn#on,Reader hecereof,in 
name of all who adheres to the Confeſſion of Faith, & Co- 
venant, lately renewed within this Kingdome, Tooke In- 
{truments inthe hands of three Notars preſent, atthe ſaid 
mercat croſle of Edinburgh, beeing invironed with great 
1 Numbers of the foreſaid Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, 
| Borrows, Miniſters & Commons, Before many Hundted 
witnefles; and craved theextra@ thereof: And in tokenof 
| their dutitull reſpect ro his Majeſtie,confidence of the equi- 
tie of their cauſe and innocencie of their carriage, and hope 
of his Majeſties gratious acceptance, They offred in all hu- 


militie, with ſubmiſſe reyerence, a Copic thereof to the 
Herauld. 
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